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power (although very desirous to do so) to reserve
some for the next day.

"I am sorry that I am not able to give you a better
description of the ball, not having attended. I only
know that there were a great many ladies in attendance
and that the room was decorated in true military style;
the walls were literally covered with burnished sabres
and bayonets, as well as with wreaths and flags-

" Last night the camp was illuminated and we had a
royal 'stag dance' (I believe you call them country
dances) on the parade ground. I think I never saw
the encampment so enlivening. There were about 150
cadets dancing before a double row of candles and a
great many ladies and gentlemen looking on and walk-
ing about- This morning at half past eleven we went
through the ceremony of breaking up camp and march-
ing into barracks where we are now; everything out
of order, and no studying. I suppose they will give
us today and tomorrow to prepare our books, etc., and
that on the next day, we'll commence reciting and will
continue to do so until next June when I expect to have
the extreme pleasure of visiting Lancaster. . . ."

"MILITARY ACADEMY,

"WEST POINT, New York, March 10, 1839.
"It is now exactly one month, since the date of your
last and in it you spoke of my long delay. Indeed I
am ashamed of myself although not much to blame, for
during our examination, and some time previous, it
was absolutely necessary that my whole attention should
be paid to my studies. . , .an,
